CHAPTER 8
Environment
Improving on Heredity. Bui baby is here; and is his case
hopeless because his grandfather was a thief, his father a ne'er-
do-well, and his mother a weakling—sick all the time before he
was bom? Well, such a situation may complicate matters, to be
sure; principally, however, because after baby's birth father
will probably continue to be a "no-account," mother will still be
sick, and this unfortunate combination on the part of those to
whose care he is committed can greatly lessen his chances for
any kind of helpful environment.
If the father can be given a new inspiration, the mother find
health, and the two be properly .instructed as to baby's care
and be given the tirge to carry out this instruction, baby may
haw u pretty good chance after all; perhaps quite as good as, or
even better than, the child who comes with a better heritage,
but whoi through some unfortunate turn, is left without proper
care and training.
After all, the best that most fathers and mothers can do with
their new baby before them is to take what has been given them
with many things in hereditary background and prenatal influ-
ences that are imperfect, and by careful study and consecration
to their task develop that child in such a way as to overcome
insofar as possible hereditary and prenatal shortcomings.
The trouble is, the hereditary familial defects are still so
marked in father and mother that rarely are they transformed
by the new responsibility thrust upon them. They continue
on in their deficiencies so that the child has, in addition to its
heritage of weakness, the continued influence of bad training
and unfavorable environment. But if father and mother can
be inspired to study and to do, if they can be made to get the
right vision of the possibilities latent in that child and of their
responsibility in the matter, there is much hope for baby in
spite of his hereditary and prenatal background. Harder be-
cause of this background? Yes, but still great accomplishment
is possible.
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